March 28" 2008

STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS

IT'S OFFICIAL!

The wait is over! | am delighted and immensely proud to announce that
we received confirmation from the Football Foundation today, that our
application for funding has been successful.

We have received a significant chunk of additional funding from the
‘Community Club Development Programme’ . This is an FA
administered grant (as opposed to the Football Foundation) and is
available exclusively for FA Charter Standard Community Clubs. This
demonstrates the importance of our commitment to the principles and
practices that we have developed and that enable us to comply with the
highest level of FA Charter Standard award.

This announcement affords greater poignancy to our ‘Once In A Lifetime’
event with Sir Bobby Robson on 23" April; the event can be used to
launch this project and our esteemed visitor can perhaps ‘cut the first
sod’!

The real graft starts now as we need to put everything in place to
mobilise our project team and get the development underway; contracts,
leases, archaeological digs and the like all have to be arranged!
Timescales? — as a supporter of the mighty Spireites who have been
promising fans a new ground for at least the last 10 years, I'm not going
to be drawn! However, the terms of the grant means we have to have
drawn all the money within 12 months!

Of critical importance now is our additional fund-raising ; we most
progress now with some speed the initiatives that were developed in
January and team leaders are charged with making them happen and
achieving the funding target agreed for each project.

This is a fantastic time for the football club and one of which we should
be immensely proud. For me this is just the start; roll on hew changing
rooms and an artificial turfed training pitch!

John Oxley (Chairman & Club Coach)
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